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	Agenda Item
	Action/By

	1
	Thursday 20th January 2005

Welcome and Apologies

Norman MacAskill, (NMcA) Chair of the International Steering Group on behalf of SCVO, welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Andra Aldea-Partanen (AAP) for all her work in making preparations for the meeting.

In addition to the members of the Steering Committee there were also a number of participants from partners within Finland some of whom would be making presentations later in the meeting. The format of the meeting would be that business matters would be dealt with during the first day and the second and third days would involve presentations from speakers and site visits.  These had been arranged and would be managed by Andra Aldea- Partanen.

Apologies had been received from Gunvor Sundin from the Bottom Rules project who, because of illness, was unable to attend.
	

	2
	Minutes of Steering Group Meeting and Site Visits, Umea, 16th to 19th September 2004

The Minute was agreed subject to the following amendments.

Item 3   The name of the project should be BOTTOM RULES not BOTTOM UP

Item 4   Timetable for distributing the written models (descriptions) for each country.

The second paragraph was extended to read – 

It was agreed that there was a need to have a brief paper from each country which would describe the particular services of interest to other partners as decided in the preparatory stage and the background for them, meaning the current reality of Rural Development which would include the national definition of a rural population. The context of the paper should be restricted to particular services in the context of rural development and should take the following format . . .

Item 10     Monitoring and Evaluation

It was agreed that Andra Aldea Partanen would e-mail the proposed Planning Worksheets with the Performance Indicators to each country, who would then look at the suggested Performance Indicators and respond to AAP P with their comments as to the appropriateness of the PI’s by the end of September 2004, after Andra received first feedback from the lead partner on the proposed Planning Workshop including the Performance Indicators.

The minute was proposed by Ian McFadyen and seconded by Erica Lundstrom (EL).


	AAP

	3
	Matters Arising

2. Minutes – The Draft Minutes had been circulated to all partners.

3. BOTTOM RULES – The project has been approved.

4. Written Models – The models had been distributed.

5. Schedule of Meetings – The date for the first Icelandic meeting was confirmed as 1st September 2005.

BL advised that if the project was to hold a closing conference in Brussels then this would not be eligible expenditure. Following discussion it was agreed that Juliet Harvey would investigate whether funding might be available through the Nordic/Scottish Action Plan and it was agreed that Juliet Harvey and Jukka Oksa would prepare a paper for the Steering Group meeting in May 2005. In addition Juliet Harvey will raise the matter as a Ministerial Submission in the Scottish Executive.

Other matters arising would be covered as agenda items in meeting.
	Juliet Harvey

Juliet Harvey and Jukka Oksa

Juliet Harvey

	4 & 5
	 International Co-ordinators Report

(a) 1st Progress Claim to 31 October 2004

(b) 2nd Progress Claim to 31 December 2004

Copies of the 1st Progress Report and details of the Financial Claim had previously been circulated to the partners. The interim claim to 31 October 2004 had totalled 219,145 Euros which was 9.76% of the total budget.

The first Progress Claim was submitted to the NPP Managing Authority by the deadline date and the International Co-ordinator, Barbara Love (BL), thanked everyone who helped to achieve this target. To date the NPP Paying Authority have not actually checked the claim in detail, therefore the International Co-ordinator could not report on any errors or omissions which the NPP PA require corrected, however she did make some observations on how the claims procedure can be improved. The International Co-ordinator wished to stress that everyone should be aware that completing claims involves a very steep learning curve and the fact that NPP PA are prepared to make an advance payment indicates that the forms were basically sound.

The International Co-ordinator stressed that the following points must be considered for claim 2:

· The start and finish dates for all claims must be as agreed. The dates given for claims 1 and 2 were followed by Scotland and Sweden, Finland however did not stick to these dates and the combination of dates used in their various claims meant that the International Co-ordinator had to get special permission from the NPP MA to combine Swedish claims period 1 and period 2 and had to delete all her entries for claim periods 1 and 2 and redo the Lead partner’s claim as all in period 1. This has the effect that the Swedish period numbers will now all be greater than the rest of the partners.  The SCVO claim 1 is now submitted and its periods all established.  there is no longer any way that inaccurate claim dates can be accepted.

· Period numbers – we expect to do 4 claims per year and the NPP may also ask for an extra claim in November each year (this is to meet their N+2 requirements) therefore all partners should check that they have set their system up to cope with up to 15 periods (ie 4 years at 3 monthly claims).

· The actual date of expenditure should be the date used on the entries.

· NPP previously indicated that as our first claim was an ‘interim claim’ if we had omitted an expenditure in the period March to Oct 2004 then we could put it in at the beginning of the entries for Nov to Dec 2004. The international Co-ordinator will discuss this with the PA prior to completing the form but if there is any ‘identified omitted expenditure’ she asked if details could be provided as soon as possible in order that she can have the situation totally clarified with NPP prior to the claims submission.

· It would be helpful if the Entries sheet could be printed out and starting with 1 numbered sequentially and the same number on the backing documentation next to the financial amount being claimed for that entry. This will make it easier for International Co-ordinator to ensure that we have an invoice or voucher for all items of expenditure.

· The first Progress Report was completed very briefly – for the end of December we are required to complete a more detailed Progress Report and also provide Appendices with further information on the individual projects. Partners will be required to submit their projects progress to the International Co-ordinator who will produce the final Progress Report.

It was agreed that the International Co-ordinator would produce a list of the dates for the claims periods and their submission dates to SCVO.

The International Co-ordinator had previously circulated detailed instructions to the partners on the completion of the electronic forms, which forms had to be signed prior to sending to the Lead Partner and the additional information required. The NPP instructions for Partners had also been circulated and partners were reminded of the need to follow exactly the NPP instructions to create the SEND files which had to be submitted to SCVO.

It was agreed that a summary of these key items would be added to the schedule of Claim dates.

(c ) Budget Revisions

The International Co-ordinator advised the Group that owing to the difference in the spend pattern, there was a need to request a re-profiling of the NPP DESERVE budget. The re-profile would not involve any change in individual partner’s budgets, nor the total budget, which would remain at Euros 2,246,042. Papers containing proposed revisions which had been compiled by the individual partner countries were discussed 

The Partners approved the re-profiling of budgets and individual partners agreed to provide the International Co-ordinator with the necessary back-up spreadsheets re the expenditure details. The International Co-ordinator will then submit a request to the NPP MA for these amendments to be approved. Once approval is received Partners will be advised accordingly. The timescale to have the revised figures is the 15th February 2005, which will allow time for the International Co-ordinator to liaise with the NPP MA prior to the submission of the 2nd claim. Partners will be advised as soon as possible of the NPP MA decision re the amendments requested. 

(d ) Workplan

A draft workplan outline with some key target data had been circulated to the Partners and it was agreed that partners would complete this workplan and submit it to the International Co-ordinator on a 3-monthly basis along with their financial report.

Once created the workplan will be located in the NPP DESERVE website and will be accessible to all of the Partners. It was recognised that there would be potential overlaps between gathering of Monitoring and Evaluation and the Workplan and it was agreed that BL and AAP would maintain contact to ensure that partners were not asked to duplicate work.

(e ) Publicity

Partners were reminded of the importance placed on publicity by the EC, and that it was a condition of grant that the European funding was properly acknowledged. It was therefore essential that all the project documents contained the European logo and the NPP logo.

The creation of a NPP DESERVE logo was discussed and it was agreed that the International Co-ordinator would commission a graphic designer to take the idea of using the NPP logo surrounded by the four national flags as the DESERVE logo.

It was necessary to include examples of publicity in the Report to 31st December 2004 and it was agreed that all partners would send examples of publicity to date to the International Co-ordinator.

It was noted that the local Finnish papers were attending a press conference that had been arranged for the second day of the International Meeting. A press release had been prepared and the event would be both in Finnish and English.

( f ) Website

A paper on the proposed website had been circulated and it was noted that Finland have already developed, for their partners, a local website which is password protected.

It was agreed that the Design and Build proposal outlined in the paper would be the basis for the establishment of the website and it was agreed that the International Co-ordinator would seek to register the name as www.NPPDESERVE.info
( g ) Partnership Agreement

Finland had requested changes to the Partnership Agreement drawn up in Sweden and the Scottish partners had circulated a paper with their response to the changes requested. Pentti Malinen, on behalf of the Finnish partners spoke to the Finnish request and explained to the partners the bureaucracy behind the request and the need for the University lawyers to have to approve any document before the Head of his Institution would sign it.

All partners wished to resolve the matter and it was agreed that as SCVO had Lead Partner responsibility for the overall project then the financial risk which the Finnish lawyers were concerned with lay with SCVO, therefore the Partnership agreement between Finland, Iceland, Scotland and Sweden could be dealt with at the Steering Group and a separate contract between the three Finnish partners would be dealt with as an internal Finnish matter. Based on this the following was agreed with respect to the Partnership Agreement.

Item 4: Financial Administration and Accounting

The wording would be amended to “normally within 30 days”. 

Item 5: Project Costs, Income and Financial Results

The Finnish proposal accepted with an additional text which allowed for changes to budget, to read:

“The partnership will work according to the budget and content specification as mentioned in the Grant Letter, its Enclosures (1) and (2) and the detailed budget per country, or any approved budget figure amendments within the regulation or rules of the programme.”

Item 6: The Ownership of the Project Results

The Finnish Lawyers withdrew this request.

Item 7: Right to Use the Project Results

The Finnish proposal was accepted and the following was inserted.

“The partners shall be given the right to use Project Results in partners own activities.”

Item 9: Publicity 

Subject to paragraph 2 being deleted (there was no need for the Steering Committee to give a partner permission to publish their work) the Finnish amendment was agreed.

Item 10: Confidentiality

The Finnish amendment was agreed.

Item 14: Partners Liability

It was agreed that this Item would not be included in the Partnership Agreement although the Finnish partners would continue to discuss the liability issue as a separate matter.

Once the amendments were made the International Co-ordinator would circulate the Partnership Agreement and Andra, Erica and Halldor would arrange for the document to be signed and forward signed copies to the Lead partner.
	International

Co-ordinator

International Co-ordinator

International Co-ordinator

Partners

International Co-ordinator

/AAP

International Co-ordinator and NMcA

Partners

International Co-ordinator /NMcA

International co-ordinator

AAP/EL/HK

	6
	Update on Bottom Rules

The Bottom Rules project had recently been approved by NPP. Unfortunately, owing to illness, Gunvor Sundin was unable to attend this meeting, however Stefan Ericsson and Astle Hasslevold provided a brief update on the project. The International Co-ordinator noted that the project’s eligible expenditure was given to April 2007.  It was important this date was confirmed as the DESERVE project runs to the end of June 2007 and the end would impact on the project’s ability to share the final conference.
	International

Co-ordinator

	7.
	Monitoring and Evaluation

A planning worksheet has been circulated with the papers for the meeting and Andra Aldea-Partanen provided the group with a summary of the proposed system and its operational implementation.

The assessment for the first international meeting held in Sweden in September 2004 had been completed using a web based questionnaire form and it was noted that some of the participants had still to complete the form.

It was agreed that an adjustment would be made to the forms so that individuals who made presentations did not need to do an evaluation on their own presentation.

It was agreed that as the monitoring and evaluation had to cover multinational and local requirements that Andra would arrange to hold discussions with Erica Lundstrom re the Swedish local requirements and with Marion Lacey re the Lead Partner requirements.

It was noted that Argyll and Bute Council needed to be able to obtain common detailed data that would illustrate the success of the project and would be used to obtain follow on funding.

It was agreed that Monitoring and Evaluation would be discussed fully at the next international Steering Group due to be held in Scotland in May 2005.

Norman MacAskill wished to record that he was impressed with the monitoring and evaluation documentation and as this was a flexible document which would change over time was confident that it would be able to be adjusted to cope with any information that would be required.


	

	8.
	Any other competent business

The Finnish representatives had arranged a press conference for Day 2 of the meeting with the local paper and radio.  It was noted that the paper was distributed to almost every home in the area. The conference would be held in Finnish and English and it was agreed that in addition to the Finnish representatives Norman MacAskill, Erica Lundstrom and Halldor Krisjansson  would attend  the event.  A press release had also been written by the Finnish partner and this would be distributed at the event.

In closing the day’s meeting Norman  MacAskill expressed his thanks to the Finnish partners, in particular Andra Aldea-Partanen, for all the preparation and work which had gone into making the meeting such a success and looked forward to seeing everyone at the Suvikas Hotel for dinner.
	

	
	Friday 21st January 2005, Tulikettu Hotel, Sotkamo

1. Descriptions (previously models): presentations and discussion.

The Descriptions had been circulated to all the partners by the International Co-ordinator and Norman MacAskill thanked the partners for producing these papers.

2. Reports from partners on progress of projects:

     (i)           Iceland – Halldor Krisjansson

    Halldor Krisjansson gave a verbal report on the progress of the two Icelandic projects, South 3 and Mobilize All. Whose  objectives are to raise the living standard for the local population and to utilise  IT in providing better education and public services.

South 3 is

· Focusing on need analysis

· Working on IT networks

And by September 2005 expects to have

· Office hotel running

· Citizen and service running

 Mobilize All

In 2004 signed contract for e-learning and is negotiating with South 3 on type of IT to use.

The first Iceland reports are due to be published at the end of January 2005 and there are two site visits due to Iceland in 2005, the first a visit from a Swedish group in April and the second the International Steering Group in September.

It was noted that in Iceland over 90% of homes have access to the internet whereas in Cowal the percentage of homes in rural areas with Internet connections is estimated at 9%. A feature of the Icelandic project has been that elderly people have often been taught informally by younger people on how to operate the IT. It was interesting to note that the main ideas for the Icelandic project had come from Nova Scotia in Canada.

(ii) Scotland – Bridget Paterson

Bridget Paterson, the DESERVE Co-ordinator for the Cowal project gave a very interesting talk on the background and progress to date of the Scottish project.

It was noted that there were differences between rural communities in Scotland, Finland, Sweden and Iceland and that many rural communities in Scotland were almost “dormitories” for nearby towns. Over the past few years there had been a number of changes in Scotland, this included the establishment of the Scottish Parliament and there was also some significant changes about to be implemented as a result of EU reforms to the CAP. It was recognised that the Farming lobby was still one of the strongest lobbying groups in the rural area but that their influence may be reduced over the next few years.

The reality in Scotland is that people are leaving Scotland, the population is falling and within Scotland the population is migrating from cities to rural areas. The Cowal project, is seeking to provide services to a population who have often moved into a rural area and is operating in an area of Scotland which has a number of problems.

Argyll & Bute Council is one of the smallest by population of the Scottish Councils but covers a large land mass (second largest). It has 26 islands and long lochs, which can lead to a drive of 240 miles when in a straight line the distance is only 40 miles. Some trips to doctors can even involve patients in overnight stays. The service which has been provided by the Cowal DESERVE project involves a staff of five, who have access to two vehicles which have been amended to enable them to accommodate disabled individuals. The project has already provided services to over 100 individuals and has established an Advisory Group from local “experts” who provide additional support to the paid staff.

In the next phase of the project, Cowal DESERVE will be investigating how to provide support to rural shops within their area, but in doing so must recognise that the area is in a position where village shops will continue to close.

(iii) Sweden – Erica Lundstrom

Erica Lundstrom noted that the Swedish Administrative areas had a similar age structure (increasing % of older people) and also had shops and schools closing down and difficulty in employing key health staff, e.g. doctors.

Vasterbotten was 400 km top to bottom with a population of 200,000 of which over 100,000 lived in the main town of Umea. Erica had originally discussed the DESERVE project with 10 of the 15 municipalities in Vasterbotten and following further consultation it was agreed that four of the municipalities would participate in detail in the Swedish project, there would also be four municipalities from Norbotten participating in the project.

The working group involved people from

· Schools, Rural Schools, Services for the Elderly

· Politicians from municipality and from local area

and the Swedish Co-ordinator had visited a number of local groups to explain the project.

The Swedish project has 

·  3 meetings with co-financers planned for 2005.

·  Formed an Advisory Group made up of individuals from the 8 municipalities.

·  A study visit planned for February to Scotland which will involve a tour around northern Scotland visiting various Village Halls and receiving talks and presentations from local people involved with Rural Services. 

· A Conference planned for March 2005 to which Bottom Rules were invited to attend.

·  A study visit to Iceland in April 2005.

· Been working on completion of local authority plans for each municipality.

It was noted that in Sweden the municipality is regulated by law to see that citizens have access to groceries once a week within a reasonable area, with access by bus, taxi or home delivery.

3. Presentation of Regional Council of North Karelia in relation with DESERVE – Jarmo Heiskanen

Jarmo Heiskanen outlined the background of the Regional Council of North Karelia which is a designated objective one region and its links with European funding, particularly the EMIRES project.

The North Karelia County Network is unique in Finland, it started in 2001, with a budget of 3.5m Euros.and there are now some 12,000 work stations and 17,000 users.    By standardising software and aiming to have broadband in all areas (currently 80% coverage) IT is being used to bring services to rural communities – e.g. mobile transport unit transferring medical data to specialist in regional hospital. Further information on these aims, stakeholders services and implementation can be found on the website http://www.emires.net

4. Press conference

Two members of the local press and a photographer attended a press conference held over the lunch break.

Esko Lehto presented a paper on the DESERVE project assisted by Jukka Oksa and Andra Aldea Partanen. The press representatives were particularly interested in the models transferred from other partners and Norman MacAskill outlined the Scottish Village Halls perspective, Erica Lundstrom provided details on Swedish rural shops and Halldor Krisjansson provided information on the Iceland Smart Communities project, which had recognised that people won’t live in rural areas if they don’t have services.

5. Presentation of Finland’s descriptions and developed on-going activities:

(i) Esko Lehto, Jukka Oksa – “Descriptions”

The Finnish members of the Steering Group gave a joint presentation which set the context of the administrative levels in Finland and the geographic locations of the two regions participating in the projects both of which are located on the eastern frontier next to Russia. There have been a lot of changes in the area since the borders opened (1990) with up to 1 million crossing annually between the two countries.

In Finland the role of the municipality is very important and currently in Kainuu there are significant changes being implemented as the result of the self-government experiment  - whereby the newly-elected Regional Council has been granted administrative powers (education, health care, social services) which had previously been the responsibility of the state administration.

(ii)  Sirpa Korhonen – Mobile services in Kainuu and North Karelia

A number of the Finnish municipalities have mobile libraries, which visit areas on a fairly regular basis, sometimes twice per week. It was however noted that the number of stops over the past few years had decreased, often because village schools had closed or the library users had died or moved to another area.

There was a clear demand from people living in rural areas for mobile library services however with many of the mobile libraries being old vehicles it was recognised that the costs of replacing the vehicles would be a very high amount for a municipality to bear.

6. Marjatta Pikkarainen – Rural Advisory Centre & Rural Business Women

Marjatta explained that she lived in a very remote village which received a mobile library visit every two weeks but which had no mobile shop. It was 22km to the nearest shop and the school was under threat of closure. The one thing that she would personally like to see was broadband which would allow her to work from home more effectively. She gave a brief talk on the NPP Rural Business Women project which had partners in Scotland, Sweden and Iceland and was developing Rural Women’s Entrepreneurship in Nature and Tourism Business.

7. Tuula Haverinen – DESERVE component in Rural Advisory Centre

During 2004 the RAC staff have been preparing and planning meetings with the aim to implement 3 projects in the period 2005 – 2007.

1. Agrowomens key skills training package, targeted at rural based women.

2. Welfare Services project aimed at developing welfare services in rural communities.

3. Women’s House, based in Kajaani, using services which can be offered by internet or by mobile phone.

8. Andra Aldea-Partanen – summary of progress reports in Finland.

Andra Aldea Partanen reported that the other two parts of the Finnish project were still in the process of being designed. 

A Finnish Advisory Board had been established and contact made re the project with individuals from Kainuu and North Karelia. Work had commenced on building a communications protocol ftp library for internet use at University of Oulu and an online semi-public website at University of Joensuu.

9.  Invited lecturers presentations

(i) Kainuu Self-governance Model  Helena Aaltonen

Helena gave a presentation on the Kainuu Self Governance Model. The region of Kainuu is about the same size as Belgium and services which they will now deliver from their budget of 41 million Euros includes roads, unemployment and subsidies for business. It was noted that the laws of Finland guaranteed many services to people but municipality often at too low a level to provide these, so the region aims to work in co-operation to provide the services. The area has a very large projected drop in numbers in population in the 16-18 age group. The perception in Kainuu was that it was a good area for the experiment as it was a small area with a strong feeling of already being a “region” and it was anticipated that the municipalities would work well together.

From the viewpoint of the DESERVE project it means that there is a different administrative system in the two parts of Finland in which the project is operating.

(ii) Eero Vilhu – e-Kainuu – Information Society projects, past projects and future IS strategy

Eero outlined the various forms of European funding which the area had received with respect to Information Society projects over the period 1995 to 2005. The area had received Obj 6 funding 1995 – 2005 and there had been over 30 projects receiving 7 million Euros. Currently funding was available through Obj 1, Interreg II, IIIA, IIIB, IIIC, NPP and EQUAL. There was also the Citizen Network Project which did not receive EU funding.

In Finland, central government will not fund broadband and this money has come through the regions. Currently 20% of the Kainuu area have no broadband connection and Kainuu is currently evaluating how successful “Wireless” broadband would be (expected problems as hilly area).

Further information on these projects can be found at the Local and Regional Information Society LOCREGIS website http://www.locregis.net
(iii) Communication Networks and Local Services, Upper Karelia Experience, Ilpo Koskikallio, Glocal Ltd: presentation and discussion

Ilpo outlined the background to the project which had commenced in 1998/1999, the aim was to build an efficient local network which would be effective and cheap to run and would therefore survive after the experimental set up finance was withdrawn. When initially introduced there were a number of free local kiosks for individuals to use but as more households have their own PC it is less important to have public kiosks. It is now estimated that 10.7% of the Upper Karelia population use the local intranet and its usage is heavily concentrated in the low population areas.

One of the lessons learnt from the studies undertaken was that the users of the system were quite conservative and used only a small proportion of the technical possibilities within the system.

There was an attempt to give internet connection free to everyone but that led to a complaint to the market court re competition.

(iv) Kainuu Co-ordination Project – Tarja Lukkari, Kajaani University Consortium

The Village Development programme started in 1999 and the initial phase was completed in 2003. The idea was to improve vitality of rural areas and combine the virtual points with the actual physical location points – either unused village halls or village schools.

There are about 150 villages or resident associations taking part in the project and over 60 have updated their village development plans. A number of projects which are operating under the village working programme are receiving funding through various European sources e.g. EAGGF, ESF, LEADER, ERDF, Interreg III, Automat Money Association (RAY).

At the end of the presentation Norman MacAskill thanked everyone for their most interesting presentations and looked forward to seeing some of the projects described in the presentations when the group went on site visits the following day.  

 It was noted that the presentations where available electronically would be attached to the Minute and made available to all the participants.

10. Informal dinner at Tuilkettu Hotel, Sotkamo


	

	
	Saturday 22nd January 2005 – Study Trip

Site Visits

The group travelled from Sotkamo, through Kajaani to Vaarankyla, Paaltamo.  On the way, they travelled for some time behind one of the mobile shops and stopped at Ounasjoki, where the group had the opportunity to visit the shop, purchase some of its goods and talk to the owner and his customers. The mobile shop was exceedingly well stocked and the group was most impressed with the range, quality and quantity of the goods on offer.

At Vaarantalo the group was hosted for lunch at the village hall. The building had previously been the village school and had been converted to provide multiple use which included accommodation and meeting facilities for outside groups, facilities for social local functions and IT facilities.

The group received two talks, the one on development of the Hall and its facilities from Markku Vaisanen and the other on Information Technology projects from Kyosti Kyllonen.  There was a strong emphasis by the Village Association to not just have a hall but to operate the area around the hall to generate its own income for the benefit of the village economy.

As buildings were being added a great deal of thought was put into their size (e.g. must be able to accommodate a standard coach group) and potential for multifunctional use.

The group then travelled to the municipality of Ristijarvi, where the Mayor Reijo Fredriksson and project manager Hannu Liljeblad presented an alternative vision and strategy for Senior Living, which had been turned into a business concept Seniorpolis Oy Ltd. Far from seeing the elderly population as a drain on resources this municipality actively encourages those over 55 years to move to their area. They see the over 55 years initially bringing additional earnings with them into the area and as they move to need nursing and medical care their service requirements makes new jobs possible and ensures employment for young people. The presentation was made in a care home opened in December 2004 which was described as having cosy apartments with self cooking opportunities, the emphasis being on a home environment rather than an institution. Other housing was being developed specifically for “seniors”use and activities planned for 2005 included

SENIOR ACADEMY TEACHING

COMMUNITY STUDIO PRODUCTION

CONSORTIUM FOR PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

The group then visited the local museum and shop which was operated from the previous village school, prior to returning by minibus to Kajaani. 

In the evening there was an informal dinner hosted by Pentii Malinen. At the end of the evening Norman MacAskill thanked the Finnish group for the marvellous experience that the representatives from Scotland, Sweden and Iceland had had over the last three days and looked forward to welcoming everyone to the next International meeting which would be held in Scotland in May 2005. 
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