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Bottom Rules – bottom up processes, aiming at sustainable development in rural areas
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DESERVE transport service on the Cowal peninsula, Scotland

Time: 2005-05-27. Report period A

Place: Car park outside of Strachur Village Hall on the Cowal peninsula in Argyll and Bute in southwest Scotland.

Project Indicators: 1 study on local development, 3 make study-visits, 4 establish trans-national network, 5 new/improved local activities.

Participants: Around 45 participants at the lunch in Strachur Village Hall.

Contact: Gunvor Sundin, telephone +46 642 300 72, mobile +46 70 697 75 99, gunvor.sundin@kfz.se. Magnus Dahlin, telephone +46 647 169 38, mobile +46 70 208 13 20, magnus.dahlin@are.se. Asle Hasselvold, telephone +47 74 31 27 90, mobile +47 95 76 56 76, asle.hasselvold@ntfk.no. Hanne Sagmo, telephone +47 74 31 28 42, mobile +47 97 95 46 86, hanne.sagmo@ntfk.no.  

Background
The Cowal peninsula lies roughly 50 km west of Glasgow. The area is roughly 80 km long and 20-30 km wide. Due to the local topography, the roads are narrow, steep and winding. In the north the peninsula connects directly to the main land and in the southwest and in the southeast there are ferry connections to the main land (travel time 20-30 min one way). There are around 25 villages which are sparsely populated (10-12 people /km²). Dunoon in the southeast is the main settlement, with houses a now decommissioned American submarine base. Bottom Rules ”sister-project” DESERVE provides among other things a transport service for its 164 current registered users/clients. The project started its work November 2005 and these figures are correct as of 20th May 2005. This includes two vans specially equipped for wheelchairs, which are run by 3 of the projects employed drivers. This system is comparable with the Swedish system of “färdtjänst”, but through DESERVE, the service is completely free, though partly limited in the number of trips possible per client and per week. Three of the users are between 20-50 years old, 10 are between 50-65 and the rest are over 65. The users are all, through either age, illness or reduced mobility, prohibited in some way from using their own cars or other alternative transport.

In total 1482 journeys have been made. 471 of those are linked to purchases/grocery shopping, 356 are in order to visit the doctor and other healthcare specialists, 315 for lunch dates and other social events, 195 for bank or postal errands, the remaining 146 journeys were to make use of other services such as general communications, the library, hair dresser, church etc…

Conclusion

DESERVE’s transport service fulfils a need within the area. The number of clients and journeys is increasing quickly. From a Scandinavian point of view it resembles the Swedish “färdtjänst”. The difference is that their own fleet of cars deliver the service, whereas the Scandinavian system makes use of taxis and other transport companies in order to fill the need. A similar solution to DESERVE implemented in Sweden would probably cause conflict with the taxi and bus services as well as the blue collar Labour Unions.

Today the project is actively working to find continued funding after the NPP project DESERVE is completed.


                                                                        Magnus Dahlin, Coordinator Bottom Rules Åre Kommun.
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