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Bottom Rules – bottom up processes, aiming at sustainable development in rural areas
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National Park Loch Lomond, Skottland

Time: 2005-05-26 – 2005-05-28. Project period A
Location: Royal Marine Hotel, Hunters Quay, Dunoon in Scotland.

Project Indicators:  1 study on local development,  3 make studyvisits, 4 established transnational networks, 5 new/improved local activities.
Participants: Asle Hasselvold Norge, Hanne Sagmo Norge, Magnus Dahlin Sverige, Gunvor Sundin Sverige.
Contact person: Gunvor Sundin, telephone +46 642 300 72, mobile +46 70 697 75 99, gunvor.sundin@kfz.se. Magnus Dahlin, telephone +46 647 169 38, mobile +46 70 208 13 20, magnus.dahlin@are.se. Asle Hasselvold, telephone +47 74 31 27 90, mobile +47 95 76 56 76, asle.hasselvold@ntfk.no. Hanne Sagmo, telephone +47 74 31 28 42, mobile +47 97 95 46 86, hanne.sagmo@ntfk.no.  

Background

Representatives for Bottom Rules took the opportunity to visit a national park, Loch Lomond outside Dunoon, as soon as they arrived in Scotland on the 25th of May. On the way up to Dunoon we made a stop and received information on how to run and develop a national park in Scotland. The subject is of great importance for the Norwegian participants in Bottom Rules as in Namdalen in North Tröndelag they are just starting a national park that will stretch into 6 of the participating Norwegian municipalities.

The presentation that we were shown revealed that in Scotland they make more use of a national park than in both Sweden and Norway. Loch Lomond covers an area of 174 square miles and is Scotland’s first national park. The park is run by a trust.  Its catchment area covers the large cities of Glasgow and Edinburgh. They receive around 6.5 million visitors per year and have 160 employees of which 40 are part-time. At the moment they receive around 6.5 million pounds in government grants per year but this number will be successively reduced and they will have to increase their own income instead. The park area is owned 38% by the forestry industry and 52% by private owners while non-profit organisations own 10%. A large amount of foundation work has been made among the inhabitants within the park area, the bottom up perspective is important and they put a lot of effort into improving the transport logistics between the park and the city areas. It should be easy to get to and from the park. Other processes that are going on are activities that increase the parks income such as coin machines where visitors can pay when they visit the park.
We left the park with around 3 kilos worth of information material to take to our friends at home and this will be a good basis to obtain information from.
Conclusion
A very interesting study visit that has a direct connection to activities within local development, foremost with the Norwegian participants but also the Swedish. Both Sweden and Norway have a tendency to let national parks be protected areas in such a way that they can occasionally protect too much.
We will take all the information home and will try to attract our own interests at developing contacts with this park.
                                                                                                         Gunvor Sundin, Coordinator Bottom Rules.
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