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Bottom Rules – bottom up processes, aiming at sustainable development in rural areas
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Presentation of the meeting between Bottom Rules and project DESERVE

Time: 2005-01-19 – 2005-01-23. Report period A.

Place: Kajaani, Finland. Steering group meeting DESERVE and Bottom Rules.

Project Indicators: 1 study on local development, 3 make study visits, 4 establish transnational network, 5 new/improved local activities.

Participants: 18 participants (see separate participant list below).

Contact: Stefan Ericsson, telephone +46 680 169 44, mobile +70 221 73 85, stefan.h.ericsson@herjedalen.se. Asle Hasselvold, telephone +4774312790  , mobile +4795765676 asle.hasselvold@ntfk.no
Background

The meeting in Kajaani was the first meeting between project DESERVE and Bottom Rules (BR) after the projects had been approved. A first meeting was held in Umeå in Sweden in September 2004 where project DESERVE steering group was given information about Bottom Rules and also agreed to a close co-operation between the two projects. Two representatives from Bottom Rules took part in the Kajaani meeting. 

During the first day, 20th January, project DESERVE dealt with internal matters such as budget and approval of minutes.   

Day 2, 21st January, started with continued internal discussions and later moved on to presentations of the status and development of the project by the different participating countries. The day ended with a presentation of ongoing projects within the region. Hannu Leskinen presented  ”Kainuu Self-governance”, a project which aims to decentralise decision making. Ilpo Koskikallio presented ”Model Communication Networks and Local Services Upper Karelia Experience” a project that works as a local forum for  communication and service making use of advertising, e-mail and discussion forum. The project sees itself as an information source for rural areas and a means by which to spread information and discern opinions on different subjects concerning the population in small communities. ”Kainuu co-ordination project” and ”Mobile Services” were two other projects that were touched upon. Bottom Rules (BR) participants gave very little information during these first two days on BR’s study-visit activities. 

Day 3, 22nd  January , The group started the day by following a “mobile store” round the rural area, which demonstrated the planned route and how the customers utilised the service. By and large it can be said that distribution of goods by a  “mobile store”  could be an interesting alternative to serve a larger geographical area. The group then went on to what can be described as a community centre (compare with Trångsvikens bygdegård in Jämtland) where they were given information on the activities that took place there.  It was interesting to see that though rural areas seek their own solutions there are still similarities between the countries. The third visit of day 3 was to an accommodation area for the elderly. The business idea is to offer the over 55 the opportunity to live and make use of different types of services. It was very interesting how the project viewed the over 55s as a positive business opportunity able to create capital and jobs rather than as a financial burden on society as they are so often portrayed. 

Conclusion.

During this first meeting it was concluded that there is no great value for project BR to take part in the internal discussions of the DESERVE meetings but it might possibly be of interest to the BR project leaders. 

It was also concluded that we have little use of the service models shown by the Finnish partner as we already have similar models in the respective countries. 

Moreover, the Finnish partner had a very interesting concept in the “living for the elderly” that we visited; there are groups within rural development that are interested in solutions similar to what we saw in Finland. 

In order to make these visits more interesting and create possibilities for exchange we suggest that a broader perspective is used to look at the lessons learned, maybe going beyond the models presented, in order to find functions and solutions that could be useful in the work we do in our respective countries.



                                                                                  Stefan Ericsson, Rural Development Officer in the Municipality of  Härjedalen, Sweden 
Asle Hasselvold,  Director of The Indre Namdal Regionråd, Norway
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